Use of preformed hydroxylapatite blocks for grafting in genioplasty procedures.
Dense hydroxylapatite is a synthetic, biocompatible, immunologically inert material that can establish a chemical union with bone when placed in intimate contact in histologic studies. The following is a preliminary report of the use of preformed dense, non-resorbable hydroxylapatite blocks as a grafting material for use in advancement and vertical lengthening of the bony chin associated with orthognathic surgical procedures. In rare instances where an autogenous bone graft would be required for vertical lengthening without any advancement of bony pogonion, the need is obviated by utilization of the hydroxylapatite solid block.